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Animal lover Rose discovered Hope under

harrowing circumstances. As an unwanted stray,

Hope had been driven away from the village and

had fallen into a river and was unable to climb

out. Rose pulled her from the water and

contacted IWCT for help, promising she would

give Hope a loving forever home if she survived.

Head vet, Doc Roland, immediately started her

on a targeted course of chemotherapy. After

four rigorous rounds, Hope responded really

well and the tumour shrunk significantly. Shortly

after she finished treatment she was spayed and

as you can see from the bottom right photo she

is happy, healthy and delighted to have started life

with her new mum Rose.

We will of course stay in close contact with

Rose, to ensure that Hope stays well. In the

meantime and with your support our team will

continue working directly in local communities:

educating owners about illnesses like TVT,

breaking down stigmas, and showing how easily

preventable and treatable.

FROM HEARTBREAK TO HOPE

You may remember that this April, with

your vital support, we rescued three

vulnerable dogs in desperate need of

emergency veterinary care. As one of

our dedicated supporters, you know that

no two rescue journeys are the same.

Today, we want to share their honest

updates from the field – stories of

triumph, ongoing rehabilitation and a

heartbreaking loss that has inspired a

life-saving new mission. 

HOPE’S TRIUMPH

Hope was admitted to our Treatment Centre

with a fast-growing Transmissible Venereal

Tumour (TVT). TVT is a contagious cancer,

which our veterinary team sees frequently in the

Philippines due to the vast population of un-

neutered strays. Left untreated, TVT causes

severe external growths that can appear alarming

and unsightly. Tragically many people don't

understand what these growths are or how to

treat them and so dogs like Hope are frequently

met with fear, hostility or rejection - reinforcing

the importance of both our 'Kapon' clinics,

offering free spay and neuter surgery, and our

community education programme.

Above: Hope on arrival to the IWCT centre

Below:  Now, with a new lease of life!

SAFEGUARDING THE MOST VULNERABLE

ANIMALS IN THE PHILIPPINES

If you’ve kept up to date with our

most recent appeals, you may recall

the story of three rescues (Hope,

Gracie & Nala) who all arrived with

us at once, each in desperate need

of medical intervention, care and a

safe place to heal.



GRACIE: BUILDING

HEALTH AND TRUST

STEP-BY-STEP

 

Firstly, a quick note of apology from me. You may

remember reading about Gracie in our Spring

newsletter, where I mistakenly referred to him as

a girl. In the Philippines, dog names often cross

gender lines, our resident boy Ellie is another

great example. We wanted to set the record

straight, Gracie is very much a boy, and we are

delighted to share his progress.

Gracie’s road to recovery has required patience,

love, and precise clinical isolation. He first arrived

at our Treatment Centre suffering from parasitic

sarcoptic mange, so severe that the intense, and

relentless itching had left his skin so raw that he

was completely unable to find any comfort.

He was immediately put on a strong course of

treatment for the mange, to which he responded

well, but just as his skin began to heal, Gracie

started to develop symptoms of Canine

Distemper, a highly contagious, deadly viral

disease. 

Our veterinary team acted swiftly, moving him in

to strict isolation in one of our Quarantine

Kennels in order to begin treatment and safe-

guard our other resident dogs.

While Gracie’s mange is now inactive and he is

medically stable, his transfer back to our partner

Jeff’s shelter is temporarily on hold while we

ensure the environment there is completely safe

for his return. 

It's likely that Gracie has only ever known life on

the streets as a stray, so he is enjoying his extra

time at the Centre, working with our

Kennelmate Jimrell, helping him to build his

confidence, heal his trauma and grow his trust

in humans.

We’re confident Gracie will be back to full health

and thriving in no time at all, and he has you, our

supporter base, to thank!

Canine Distemper is a deadly virus

that affects a dog’s respiratory,

gastrointestinal, and nervous systems.

It’s easily prevented with the 5-in-1

vaccine, however the cost of this

vaccine is high.
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Below: Gracie when he first arrived

Above: Gracie - looking and feeling much better!



HONOURING NALA &

URGENT NEW APPEAL

The saddest chapter of the spring rescues

belongs to gentle Nala. Like Hope, she was

brought to us by Jeff with suspected TVT. Shortly

after her arrival, we discovered that she was

pregnant and she soon gave birth to three

beautiful puppies at our Treatment Centre. 

Once the puppies were safely weaned, both

mother and puppies returned to Jeff's shelter.

Nala then visited the Centre as an outpatient to

undergo her crucial chemotherapy. Tragically, just

a few weeks into treatment, the puppies

suddenly became weak, lethargic, and began

suffering acute seizures. Despite our veterinary

team's emergency care, all three puppies passed

away within days. Heartbreakingly, just a few days

later Nala developed the same devastating

symptoms and passed away shortly after.

Clinical diagnostics pointed to Leptospirosis –

a ruthless bacterial infection spread through

water or food contaminated by infected rodents. 

Because Jeff’s open-air sanctuary is located near

another very large dog shelter, shared water and

feeding areas are extremely vulnerable to

contamination, exposing unvaccinated dogs to

deadly risks.

We are determined to honour Nala and her

puppies by ensuring this preventable tragedy  

doesn’t happen to other dogs. To do that, we

must empower grassroots shelters like Jeff’s with

robust preventative medicine alongside our

‘Kapon’ clinics. Jeff has been a loyal friend of

IWCT for a number of years, combining his day

job of delivery driver and stray feeder, to this

year opening up a small animal shelter on the

outskirts of Manila. He has brought many dogs to

us, including our beloved long-term

resident Divi and he’s helped rehome many

more. 

To safeguard Jeff’s shelter, we are launching a

targeted campaign to fully immunize every one

of his resident dogs using the 5-in-1 vaccine,

which protects against Parvovirus, Canine

Distemper and Leptospirosis, all deadly diseases

which are prevalent in the Philippines. 

Because the comprehensive 5-in-1 vaccine is

significantly more expensive than standard

treatments, we cannot automatically provide it to

every dog we encounter. However, in open-air

environments like Jeff’s, where risk of

contamination is critically high, it is a life-saving

necessity. 
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PROTECTING

VULNERABLE SHELTERS



To do this effectively, our mobile vet team

must commit to regular visits to Jeff’s

shelter to administer boosters. The cost to

fully protect Jeff’s 30 dogs is just £250

per visit. Adult dogs require two rounds,

while vulnerable puppies under a year

require four. 

How You Can Help Today: 

The donation that you make towards the

Nala Memorial Fund will directly purchase

these vital 5-in-1 vaccines. By supporting this

community campaign, you are standing

shoulder-to-shoulder with our team to stop

deadly diseases before they steal more

innocent lives.

Once Jeff's dogs are all vaccinated, we will

supply Jeff with proper vaccination record

books for each dog in order that he can

maintain these vaccinations. We are also

going to help him assess conditions within

his shelter. Whilst it's challenging to

completely eliminate the risks due to the

shelter's location, we can help him make

sure that food is stored securely to deter

rats, strengthen sanitation practices and

reduce standing water and other potential

sources of contamination, which will all

help ensure that the shelter is as clean and

hygienic as possible

Above: Pictures of Jeff’s new shelter.                    Below: Jeff (middle) with the IWCT Team.
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A FIGHTER’S ROAD TO RECOVERY

At just seven months old, fragile puppy Vivory had already endured more

hardship than most dogs face in a lifetime. 

Found abandoned on the streets, she arrived in

our care suffering from neurological muscle

twitches and a severely prolapsed eye – classic

signs of Canine Distemper.

Our vet team immediately ran tests and to our

immense relief, Vivory tested negative for active

Distemper, meaning she was no longer

contagious. However, during her physical

examination, our vet noticed some skin wounds

that weren’t healing. Further blood tests

confirmed a positive result for Ehrlichia – a

dangerous tick-borne disease that causes fever,

severe lethargy and respiratory distress, and can

lead to organ failure if left untreated. Vivory

started a targeted course of antibiotics to

combat the infection. Thanks to prompt

veterinary intervention and her age, she

responded well. Her latest blood work shows

that her cell counts have stabilized, though she’s

still mildly anaemic, so we are giving her iron

supplements to boost red blood cell production.

Because the damaged eye is sadly beyond repair,

she urgently requires specialist surgery to

remove it, close the socket, and ensure her good

eye remains fully protected  against infection.

Because specialised ophthalmic surgery is a rare

clinical skill in the Philippines, this complex

procedure requires precise veterinary expertise  

which is very expensive. Vivory must build up

her physical strength before going under

anaesthetic, but as soon as her blood work

clears, our team is determined to ensure she

receives the life-changing surgery she so

desperately needs; knowing she can go on to live

a happy life with one healthy eye.

It’s estimated that the specialist surgery will cost

approximately £480, which is a lot more than

most surgeries in the Philippines. 

You can help fund Vivory's surgery using

the enclosed donor form or by visiting

IWCT-uk.org.

Vivory’s neurological twitches are a painful

reminder of the lasting damage caused by Canine

Distemper: a deadly virus which is covered by

the 5-in-1 vaccine. Her story reinforces exactly

why our vaccination campaign at Jeff’s shelter is

so critical, ensuring other vulnerable dogs are

protected before tragedy strikes.
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A CRISIS OVERCOME

Without these crucial supplies, we were forced

to ground our mobile clinic trucks and cancel a

highly anticipated June spay and neuter event in

Tarlac City.

When the crisis hit, we ran an urgent online

appeal, and the response was nothing short of

extraordinary.

Thanks to an overwhelming wave of generosity

during our emergency appeal, we were able to

swiftly restock our supplies of the anaesthetic

Zoletil. Armed with these life-saving medicines,

our team immediately hit the road to hold a

high-impact clinic in Pampanga, delivering safe,

pain-free surgeries to dogs that desperately

needed them.   

You threw us a lifeline when we needed it most.

THE PROBLEM WITH

EMERGENCY FIREFIGHTING:

While we are profoundly grateful for this rapid

response, this supply crisis highlighted a critical

vulnerability in how we operate. Relying on one-

off emergency donations means we are reacting

to crises after they happen, rather than prevent-

ing them.

Shipping medical supplies to rural communities

across the Philippines requires months of

advanced planning, bulk-buying, and secure

booking. When funds only spike during an

emergency, it limits our ability to stockpile

reserves and guarantees that future disruptions

will threaten our schedule again. To keep our

promises to the rural communities in Luzon and

beyond, we must transition from reactive

firefighting to sustainable, long-term planning.

WHY PREDICTABLE GIVING

IS THE TRUE LIFELINE:

The single most effective way to ensure our

veterinary team never has to turn away a dog in

need again is through regular, predictable giving.

A monthly gift of just £5 creates a steady,

predictable pipeline of medicine that keeps our

mobile clinics active week after week. If you

currently support us through one-off emergency

gifts, please consider making the switch to a

recurring monthly contribution today. 
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Just a few weeks ago, our veterinary team faced a heartbreaking standstill. Global

supply chain issues and unexpected shipping delays left our clinic completely

depleted of vital anaesthetic medicines. 



I started seeing a change. He became happier, learned to sit, and

even began playing with me. Seeing him transform from a weak,

fearful dog into a healthy, confident one with a happy smile is

something I will never forget. 

How do you help a nervous or frightened dog feel safe

when they first arrive?

Patience is the most important thing. I give each dog the time and

space they need to adjust instead of forcing interaction. I avoid

making direct eye contact or sudden movements that could

frighten them. I let them approach me when they are ready. By

staying calm, being consistent, and treating them with kindness

every day, they slowly begin to understand that they are safe and

can trust people again. It’s the most rewarding part of my job.

If you could tell IWCT's supporters one thing about the

dogs in your care, what would it be?

The dogs in our care are incredibly resilient. Many of them have

experienced hunger, abuse, neglect, or abandonment, yet they still

have so much love to give. With proper medical care, patience,

and compassion, they learn to trust again and get a second chance

at life. Your support makes that transformation possible, and every

donation, every act of kindness, and every bit of encouragement

truly changes lives.

Name: Jimrell | Job Title: Kennelmate

What does a typical day look

like for you as a Kennelmate at

IWCT?

My typical day starts early. My

responsibilities include cleaning and

disinfecting kennels, preparing food,

giving medications as instructed by

our vets, exercising the dogs, as well

as monitoring their health and

behaviour. Every day is busy, but it’s

very rewarding because I know that

everything I do helps the dogs

recover and prepares them for a

better future.

Is there a dog whose story has

stayed with you?

When Islander first arrived, he was

extremely thin, frightened, and

wouldn't let anyone touch him.

Despite this, I never gave up on him. I

took him for daily walks, spent time

with him, and patiently taught him

simple tricks. After about two weeks, 
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MEET THE TEAM

141A High Street

Edenbridge

Kent TN8 5AX

T:    01732 866955

E:    info@iwct-uk.org

facebook.com/iwctuk

instagram.com/iwct_uk
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Islander Before

Islander After
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